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GET TO KNOW: The core vocabulary in Super Core

Core vocabulary makes up approximately 80% of the words we use. The core vocabulary in Super Core lives on the home grid and is 
organised in groups of pronouns, verbs, adjectives and little words. Spend some time familiarising yourself with the core vocabulary. 

Tick once complete

TASK: Sentence building

1.1 The best way to get to know the core vocabulary is to use it. Have a go at making 
these sentences using the core vocabulary on your Super Core home grid.
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1. I like this
2. I want to go now
3. Help me do it
4. Can you get help?
5. I am not doing that now

Core vocabulary I like this 

1.0
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PRACTICE: More sentences

Once you have started to find your way around the core vocabulary, start to practice 
with your own sentences. 

Don’t forget to use the useful next word cells to extend language as you build 
sentences. 

Try these sentences to help get started with the core+useful next word.

1. I really like it
2. Go away
3. Can you play with me?

1.2

GET TO KNOW: Dynamic Columns 

The Dynamic columns are the two columns on the right hand side of the grid. This is where you can go to find additional vocabulary, 
often alongside the consistent core.  Take five minutes to explore what is behind each cell in the dynamic columns so you are familiar 
with how they work.

Useful next word cells

2.0

I really like it
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TASK: Explore activity specific vocabulary 

The daily and play activity grids allow users to learn AAC in a functional and 
motivating way. Select Daily > Sleeping to look at the vocabulary for bedtime. Note 
that the two columns on the right will change but the core stays the same.

Have a go a building these sentences:

1. Read story
2. Choose story 
3. Want read story now
4. Sleep my bed with teddy
5. I like this story

The first two sentences are built using the 
words in the dynamic columns only. The rest 
include both the core and sleeping vocabulary. 

PRACTICE 

2.1

Once you have familiarised yourself with the dynamic columns in one activity, spend 
some time looking at some of the other activities and the language available.

1. Look at both the daily and play activity 
grids

2.2

Daily > Sleeping

Daily Play

Dynamic columns
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TASK: Looking for features

3.1 To support learners using Super Core it is important that we learn about different 
features.

1. On the home grid, familiarise yourself with 
the ‘little words’ that don’t have symbols 

2. From the home grid select spelling from 
the bottom right corner. This will take 
you to the phonic keyboard. Listen to the 
sounds behind each cell and other features 
accessed from that grid.  

thinksmartbox.com/smart-support  

GET TO KNOW: Literacy supports

Super Core has a number of features which have been designed to support literacy development. 

These include:
• Phonetic keyboard for sound play
• Selective use of symbols
• Text above symbols
• Story grids 
 
Look out for these features as you explore Super Core.
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Little words Phonic keyboard 

3.0



PRACTICE: Story telling

Joining in with a story is a big part of early literacy development.3.2
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Notes
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1. From the home grid select school > stories 
> more to reveal the story grid built into 
Super Core 

2. Have a look through the language 
available in the pre-populated grids for 
each story, key characters, repeated lines 
and so on. 

3. Now use one of the blank grids to add in 
vocabulary from a story your learner might 
be reading. Think of the vocabulary they 
will need to join in with the story. 

Choose a story Gruffalo story grid


