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Introducing PODD for Grid

The aim of PODD is to support autonomous communication at any time, whenever the 
person has anything to say, in all environments.

PODD stands for:

Pragmatic   -  Realistic social language

Organisation  -  Word and symbols arranged in a systematic way

Dynamic Display  –  Selections made direct you to different pages or grids

Developed by Gayle Porter, PODD is a pragmatically organised vocabulary available as 
paper communication books and for electronic communication aid.

The 12 PODD for Grid grid sets use the familiar structure and vocabulary from the paper 
PODD communication books to offer a dynamic and personal vocabulary that can be 
easily added to. 

This guide has been created to provide a quick insight into editing PODD for Grid 
specifically, further information about PODD as a whole can be found in the PODD User 
Manual at thinksmartbox.com/product/podd.

Tip: The PODD grid sets are designed to be used alongside the PODD communication 
books and offer familiarity and consistency to support people to fluently and easily say 
what they want to say, when they want to say it using either paper or electronic versions of 
PODD.



4

Adding your PODD grid sets

Grid 3

Choose the menu and select Add grid 
sets.

Select Symbol Communication and scroll 
down to find the PODD grid sets.

Tap Next and find the PODD grid set you 
want.  

Select it and tap Next again, and then 
Add.

Grid for iPad

Choose the menu and select Add grid 
sets.

Select Symbol Communication and scroll 
down to find the PODD grid sets. 

Tap Next and find the PODD grid set you 
want.  

Select it and tap Next again, and then 
Add.
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PODD 15
These grid sets are designed for preschool and school age children who are beginning 
their communication journey. The grids in this set are most similar to the 12 per page 
expanded functions communication books and are designed to support children learning 
to express one to four key word sentences.

PODD 15 Preschool

These grid sets include grids designed to 
support communication in early educational 
settings. Activity specific displays allow 
children to participate in early childhood 
curriculum play.

PODD 15 School

These versions of the grid set are designed 
to support communication in schools. 
The grids encourage participation in the 
educational curriculum with the inclusion of 
general subject grids alongside topic specific 
grids, to allow for inclusion of current topic 
vocabulary. 

PODD 15 Preschool

PODD 15 School
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PODD 15+ includes vocabulary from the 20 per page expanded functions communication 
book. These grid sets have extra predictably associated vocabulary for partners to use to 
produce more grammatically complete sentences.

PODD 15+ Preschool

Similar to the PODD 15 Preschool grid sets, 
these versions include grids designed to 
support communication in early educational 
settings. 

PODD 15+ School

These versions of the grid set are also 
designed to support communication in 
schools. They include similar subject and 
topic grids as in the PODD 15 School grid 
sets, and have a number of additional grids 
to support longer sentences. 

PODD 15+ Preschool

PODD 15+ School

PODD 15+
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PODD 60 is designed for those who are ready to begin generating more complex 
sentences. It includes considerably more vocabulary, as well as tools to support verb 
morphology and word prediction.

PODD 60 Expanded Keyword 

These key word grid sets have been created 
for children and teenagers who are able to 
use key word sentences and are learning to 
use symbols, whole words, word morphology, 
spelling and word prediction.

PODD 60 Complex Syntax

These grid sets are the most complex option 
for PODD for Grid. They are designed to be 
used by children and teenagers who are 
able to use a range of strategies to produce 
complex and grammatically complete 
sentences. A large vocabulary is available 
to encourage expression for a full range of 
communication intents, and word prediction 
helps develop emergent literacy. 

PODD 60 Expanded Keyword

PODD 60 Complex Syntax

PODD 60
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PODD for Grid is designed to guide you through the vocabulary easily and efficiently. The 
navigation is slightly different in PODD 15, PODD 15+ and PODD 60.

PODD 15 and PODD 15+

The home page for PODD 15 and PODD 15+ shows you several Pragmatic Branch Starters 
which link you to vocabulary needed for different communication functions. For example, 
the Let’s go cell will take you to a Places grid, so that you can talk about where you are 
going. 

Also on the home page are links to Chat and Greet and Manners grids, where you will 
find lots of vocabulary that can be used in a range of settings and other commonly used 
phrases to greet or interact with others. 

Category specific vocabulary can be reached via the Category grid, this allows for more 
direct access to vocabulary to answer questions or continue conversation in a known 
topic.  

PODD 60

The home page for the PODD 60 grid sets has a much wider range of vocabulary, including 
pronouns, common verbs and high frequency small words. It also has a number of 
category jumps as found on the Category grid in other PODD grid sets. 

Often selecting a cell will jump to another grid where alternative forms or related words are 
stored, allowing you to create more grammatically correct sentences. These grids will then 
self-close, taking you back to the home page where you can continue constructing your 
message. 

All PODD grid sets include 

Oops cells    -  Jump you back to your previous grid

Back to main page cell -  Take you back to your home page

Navigation
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All of the PODD grid sets also have a version which is optimised for use with eye gaze. 

For effective use of this access setting, each grid in the Eye gaze versions of PODD has a 
Rest cell and most also include a Speak cell. 

Navigation of the eye gaze grid sets is slightly different as the addition of the Speak and 
Rest cells moves the Go back to main page cell to a new location. When using the eye gaze 
version of PODD, select Categories to jump to the Categories grid and then Go back to 
main page on that grid. 

PODD and eye gaze

PODD 15 preschool eye gaze PODD 15 preschool eye gaze



10

Some content in PODD needs to be personalised to get the best from it (for example 
completing statements in the About Me grid). 

To edit a cell, e.g. the “My name is…” cell, you need to be in edit mode.

Click the Menu bar and click on Edit grid. 

Select the cell you want to change.

Look for the Write command on the left hand side of the screen.

Click into the box to add or change existing text. You may want the cell to continue 
showing the original text or display your newly edited text. 

To change this click the Same as cell label slider on or off.

Personalising PODD in Grid 3
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Click Finish editing in the top left corner and save your changes. 

PODD for Grid includes blank cells in each category to add in extra vocabulary. These take 
the place of Lists in paper PODD communication books. To add new vocabulary to a blank 
cell follow these steps.

Enter edit mode by clicking on the Menu bar and then on Edit grid. 

Select the cell you want to add the word or phrase to and select Create cell.

Use the Write command and enter your new vocabulary.

Choose a symbol from the box at the top of the screen. 

Click Find picture to search for different symbols.

Click Finish editing in the top left corner and save your changes.
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Personalising PODD is quick and easy in Grid for iPad, for example adding details to the 
sentence starters on the About Me grid.

To edit a cell, you need to be in edit mode.

Tap the three dots in the top right corner of the screen to access the menu then tap Edit 
grids. 

Tap the cell you want to edit and then Edit cell.

Look for the Write command on the right hand side of the screen.

Click into the box to add or change existing text. You may want the cell to continue 
showing the original text or display your newly edited text. 

Personalising PODD in Grid for iPad
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Grid uses styles to help ensure that different types of cells are easily recognisable. In PODD 
for Grid, these styles have been created for you. When adding vocabulary to a grid in Edit 
mode, select a cell and select style to see a range of options. Choose the style you want 
for that cell. There are also pre-set styles for consistency. 

Several templates are provided with all versions of PODD for Grid to enable you to add 
additional grids where needed. 

These can be added in Grid by following these steps.

Enter edit mode by clicking on the Menu bar and then on Edit grid. 

Select the cell you that you want to jump to your new grid.

Click on Add command then Jumps.

Styles and templates
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Tap Copy Grid in the top right of the window and then choose the template you want.

Give your grid a new name and click Done. 

Once your grid has been created, jump to it and add vocabulary as described above. 

Select Finish Editing to save your changes. 
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